M i c ro s o f t

sew it goes

March, 2016
Reminders...
Remember to wear
your name tags.
Sit, Sew and Chat begins at 3:30pm before
our meeting.
To bring:
 Your completed
Mystery Quilt
blocks for showand-tell
 Information on
any completed
UFOs or your fat
quarter “payment”
 Donation for Soup
Kitchen
 Gift for your Secret Pal
Our Facebook group
is Lake Norman Quilters.
Scrappy Trip Around
the World blocks are
still being accepted
for Diana’s Golden
Needle.

LNQ blog address:
http://
lknquilters.wordpress
.com/

March’s Program
Our March Speaker is Jane Godshall from Plain
Jane Threads. Her presentation is a quilter's
quandary, hand or machine? She'll talk about
when, where, why and how of various techniques, speed and accuracy of our friends, the
hands and the machine. Workshop the next day
on Foundation-less Paper Piecing. We have one
spot left.

Upcoming Programs
Our April presenter is Anna Therrell sharing how
she makes and designs her own Landscape Quilts.
See the Minutes from the February meeting (pages
4-7) for a list of all of the programs planned for this
year.

M A R CH, 2016

S E W I T GOE S

PAGE 2

Where do the Quilts Go? And Why Does It Matter?
My life as a quilter began thirteen years ago, just before the birth of the oldest of my four granddaughters. I made Amelia a simple quilt, using a soft flannel
nightgown of mine, cutting it up into squares and alternating the flowered print
flannel with a soft lavender solid. This quilt was quilted in the easiest style of all,
by tying together the backing, batting and quilt top at the corner of each square.
Amelia lives in Portland, OR and I sent this quilt made from a garment of mine to
forge a connection with this first grandchild who was so far away.
A week or so after they received the quilt I was talking to my son, Amelia’s
Papa, on the phone. I asked if they had found the quilt useful. Michael’s response, “Thanks, Mom. We’re using it but I had to lay down on it for a while to
get my scent on it.” Good grief! My intent in sending that quilt was for MY scent
to be on it and for my granddaughter to come to know and love me from her very
first months of life.
Now, I did not make that remark aloud to my son but it did get me to thinking. Do I make quilts for myself or for the people to whom I give them? Do the
quilts somehow continue to belong to me even after they take up residence with
someone else?
Another incident occurred after my mother-in-law died. I had made her a
quilt in my earliest years of quilting, quilting it with one of my first attempts at a
meandering stitch. She accepted it with love and pleasure and kept it with her
through illness and dementia. After she died, my sister-in-law, her daughter,
gave the quilt back to me. I said, “You are welcome to keep it if you want.” “No,
No,” she said. It belongs to you.” That she said that hurt my feelings a little.
When it was in my hands, I saw how inexpertly it was quilted and felt embarrassed to have given it to anyone. But I knew the person I made it for had loved
it and realized I was actually happy to have it back, carrying as it did my memories of the dear mother-in-law who accepted my gift graciously, badly sewn
though it was.

Continued on page 3...
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Where do the Quilts Go? And Why Does It Matter?
I’ve decided that the answer to the question of whether the quilts I make
somehow continue to belong to me has to be “no.” When a quilt leaves my hands
it no longer is mine. The person who receives it owns it from that day forward
and can do whatever he or she wishes with it.
I have quilting friends who report their annoyance at discovering that a
quilt they made is being used as a dog bed or is stashed in the trunk of the car to
be used to cushion items the family hauls around. I say, it doesn’t matter. When
one of my quilts leaves my house it doesn’t leave my heart. It’s like giving away a
little bit of love. I am richer for the gift, much more so than is the person who receives the quilt, no matter what they may choose to do with it.

By Colleen Thrailkill
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Minutes from February’s Meeting
The meeting was called to order by President, Judy Whitehead. She welcomed everyone and reminded us to turn off our cell phones or put them on vibrate. Members were reminded to wear their name tags.
We had one return visitor, Joan Moore, who also became a new member of
our Guild this evening.
Judy asked for a show of hands of members who have EQ6 or EQ7 or are
thinking about purchasing the EQ product. She indicated that she was asking
for Deb Waldron.
Dolores Fobare said the treasury has a balance of $12,639.20. Later in the
evening, she reported the Mooresville Soup Kitchen donation was $46.
Judy Whitehead reminded us the Guild is looking for a volunteer to lead
the Publicity and Community Outreach Committee. A primary responsibility of
this Committee is to place information in local newspapers about Guild events.
Judy Whitehead also reminded us the Guild is still looking for a volunteer(s) for Quilt Show Chair(s). She emphasized the need to appoint the Quilt
Show Chair(s) and secure a show venue soon for the 2017 event.
Our Charity Projects focus for the first quarter is baby and children’s
quilts. Joyce Mullis is collecting quilts from members while Colleen Thrailkill
is out of town.
Judy Whitehead said the Month Six instructions for the Mystery Quilt
were on the welcome table. This block is called Indiana Puzzle and will be a 6inch finished block (6 ½ inch unfinished). Participants should make five Indiana Puzzle blocks.
Members were reminded about the Scholarship Fund to assist with workshop costs. Barbara Barrier is the contact person for interested members.
Diana Jasany gave a brief update of her project, Diana’s Golden Needle.
Earlier today she had an interview with Nancy Zieman via Skype. The show
featuring Diana’s project will air on Nancy’s show, Sewing with Nancy, in November. Diana said she has finished…
Continued on page 4...
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Minutes from February’s Meeting, Continued
...100 quilts and 97 have been donated. She has 13 more quilts in progress. Her project has reached all 50 states and she will continue her work to
the Spring of 2017. Diana showed us blocks donated from a quilter in Belgium,
and she showed us a completed quilt with 11 inch blocks. Diana recently met
with her mentor and will be speaking at a fundraiser in May for the Children’s
Hope Alliance with about 500 attendees expected.

Kathy Begin reminded members of the March 23 workshop, Plain Jane
Foundation-less Piecing and that members need to sign-up in advance so the instructor can prepare materials. The workshop fee is $25 and there is a $35 kit
fee. Kathy also reminded workshop attendees to bring extension cords and electrical cord strips. Members who want to attend the workshop should contact
Kathy Begin at 612-251-7190 or begin01@gmail.com.
Deanna Johnson presented the February program, Sashiko Pillow Quilting. She showed numerous pillows she has made and demonstrated sashiko
techniques using a Baby Lock sashiko machine. This specialty machine uses
only a bobbin and special latch tool for stitching, and can also be used for regular quilting. She uses 30 or 40 weight thread. Deanna also spoke about how
she marks fabrics using either a hera, frixion pen, water erasable marking pen
or air erasable marking pen. She also demonstrated how to sew beads into the
sashiko stitching.
Deanna reviewed techniques for finishing pillows such as putting binding
(rather than cording) to finish pillows. She applies the binding with the same
technique as applying binding to a quilt. Deanna reviewed different techniques
for finishing the back of quilts including covered buttons (with and without a
flap), standard zipper and zipper with flap. She recommended not placing a
zipper in the middle of the pillow back. A more effective technique is to place
the zipper to one side of the back.
Following Deanna’s presentation, Secret Pal gifts were exchanged.
Rene Crowder said there are 14 participants in the UFO Challenge with
398 UFOs. Two members have finished 3 UFOs. Rules are on the blog and included with the newsletter.
Continued on page 5...
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Minutes from February’s Meeting, Continued
Judy Whitehead thanked Sue Cook and Julie Murphy for finishing
all the pieced blocks for the Donation Quilt. Jean Langdon reviewed the status
of the applique blocks. She still has applique block kits for distribution. The
blocks are 13 inches and the technique is turned edge (with freezer paper or
similar material) and then sew by hand. Jean would like to have the applique
blocks finished by the end of March.
Judy Whitehead said June 1 is the target completion date for the donation
quilt. After the applique blocks are completed, then the borders (with applique)
need to be completed, followed by long-arm quilting and binding.
Donation quilt ticket sales are headed by Laurie Jasany and Mary Jo
Belk.

Judy Whitehead asked members for input on the raffle drawing date. A
motion was made and seconded for the November 2017 meeting, so that the
winner would have the option to give the quilt as a holiday present. The motion
was approved by a unanimous show of hands.
Laurie Jasany spoke about Sign-Up Genius, the on-line sign-up tool. Recently Laurie sent an email to Guild members asking them to set up an account.
Sign-Up Genius can be used to sign-up volunteers to take the donation quilt to
local shows and events. Sign-Up Genius can also be used for committee signups for the 2017 Quilt Show. Laurie answered questions and encouraged Guild
members to set up an account.
Laurie said she and Mary Jo were requesting entry for our donation quilt
at the Quilt and Needle Art Extravaganza in Statesville in January 2017. Our
request has been submitted but the selections are not made until the Fall of
2016.
Our Guild is also scheduled to show the donation quilt at the Mooresville Day
Guild Show in October 2016 (a 2-day show) and the Cabarrus Guild Show in
September 2016 (a 2-day show). However, we may receive approval to show for
only one day at these shows.
Continued on page 6...
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Minutes from February’s Meeting, Continued
Laurie asked Guild members to send her any ideas on other shows or
venues to display our donation quilt.
Kathy Begin briefly reviewed the following 2016 Program schedule:
March – Jane Godshall from PlainJane Threads will present a program, A
Quilter’s Quandry: Hand or Machine Quilting, and a workshop on March 23,
Foundation-less Piecing.
April – Landscape Quilting with a trunk show by Anna Therrell.
May – Guild Quilting Panel of 3 members discussing long-arm quilting, hand
quilting and machine quilting. We need a member for the hand quilting topic.
June – Wooly Mixed Media by Vicki Clontz and a workshop.
July – Pot Luck Dinner and Auction.
August – Tips and Tricks presented by Guild members.
September – Going to Market presented by Jennifer Roycroft of We’re Sew
Creative

October – Trailer Stash Fabrics Quick Curve Ruler program by Gina Allen and
a workshop.
November – Quilting Demonstrations by Guild members.
December – Christmas Party with pot luck dinner and gift exchange. Members will be asked to bring 2 gifts – one for the quilt show gift shop and one for
exchange with a Guild member.
There will be a total of three workshops in 2016.
Snow Wildsmith encouraged members to send her information, interesting
articles, or free patterns for the monthly newsletter.
The meeting concluded with a fun Show and Tell of table runners, wall
hangings, purses and quilts.
Respectfully submitted by Cheryl Lands
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2016-2017 UFO Challenge Rules
The challenge will run from January 2016 through June 2017.
When you finish a quilt please let Rene know the following information in an email: Your Name, Number of the quilt on your list,
Name of the quilt
I will respond back to you that I have updated your list with the finish within a couple of days. If you don’t hear back in 3 or 4 days,
please call me because I didn’t get the email.
For each UFO that you finish your name will go into the Grand Prize
Drawing. Also, you will receive a prize for each UFO you finish each
month.
However, if you do not finish a UFO each quarter (January-March
2016, April-June 2016, July-September 2016, January-March 2017,
and April-June 2017), you must pay me one fat quarter as a penalty
for not finishing a UFO that quarter. If you have completed your list
before the end of the challenge you will not be charged the penalty.
Along with the Grand Prize Drawing at the end of the challenge we
will have prizes for:


Quilters that finish half or more of their list



Quilters that complete all of the UFOs on their list



Most UFOs on a list



Most UFOs completed

I hope that you will have fun with this. If you have any questions you
can either call or email me at: Rene Crowder,
renesquiltshop@hotmail.com, 704-682-2768
Remember to let Rene know before the meeting on Tuesday if you have
finished any UFOs on your list. This is the end of the quarter, so if you
haven’t, you will owe Rene a fat quarter!!
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Happy Birthday to these guild members!
March
6th – Judi Archer
17th – Colleen Thrailkill
19th – Dolores Fobare

Upcoming Quilting Events
Threaded Memories Quilt Show
April 8 & 9
Foothills Piecemakers
Pelham Rd. Baptist Church
Greenville, SC
$1.00 Fat Quarter Sale
April 11-16
The Cotton Quilt
4900 Troy Rd., Granite Falls, NC
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Business Announcements
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Photos from January and February’s Meetings
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